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World Issues

 Written by Sara Buder

 Recently, much of the world has found itself in turmoil due to recurring 
inhumane acts. Some events that have contributed to this sense of chaos are the Paris 
attacks and the San Bernardino shootings. The loss of innocent lives and the destruc-
tion of society in these targeted places have led to a state of insecurity amongst the 
world’s population.

 On November 13th, 2015, a series of barbaric attacks in Paris, France de-
scribed as “acts of war” left at least 129 people dead and hundreds more injured 
from shootings and bomb blasts. The first of the attacks happened outside the Stade 
de France stadium at 9:20 PM while France was playing Germany in an internation-
al soccer game. Five minutes later, shots were fired at rue Fontaine au Roi and also 
near common nightlife areas towards the centre of the city. Restaurants and bars such 
as Le Carillon, Le Petit Cambodge and La Belle Equipe were targeted as well. The 
deadliest attack was at an Eagles of Death Metal concert, a rock group, where three 
attackers opened fire. The venue, Bataclan hall, was sold out and seated 1500 people. 
Although some were able to escape through emergency exits, this attack took the 
lives of 89 victims itself. The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) militant group has 
claimed responsibility for all of these terrorist attacks that occurred in Paris.

 A shooting in San Bernardino, California has just been investigated by the 
FBI as another potential act of terrorism. On December 2nd, 2015, Syez Rizwan 
Farook and Tashfeen Malik killed 14 people and wounded 21 others at a party at the 
Inland Regional Center around 11 AM. Furthermore, police have grounds to believe 
that the couple may have been plotting further attacks as they found thousands of 
rounds of ammunition and a dozen homemade pipe bombs in their residence. Farook 
had been in contact with a minimum of two terrorist groups overseas. There is also 
evidence proving that Farook and Malik pledged allegiance to ISIS, however, the 
motive for the crime remains unidentified. Although both attackers were killed in a 
shootout with the police, justice is by no means served.

 Despite the severity of these situations, many refuse to give in to the fear 
spiked by these violent extremists. Antoine Leiris, a widowed French father, lost his 
wife in the Bataclan hall shooting in Paris. In a video directed at ISIS that went viral 
over Facebook, Leiris tells the militant group that “you will not have my hatred”. He 
wishes to abstain from giving them the satisfaction that they desire, the gift of hating 
them. Most importantly, Leiris notes that we should not “cast a mistrustful eye on 
[our] fellow citizens” or “sacrifice [our] freedom for [our] security”. It is natural for 
society to be fearful of the disarray occurring in this world. That being said, we must 
not succumb to the events that are currently plaguing this earth.

 Amidst these negative occurrences, there is still evidence of goodness in 
people. Canadians are known for their welcoming attitude, and are currently proving 
it by extending a hand to those in danger in Syria. The newly empowered Liberal 
government expects to take in 10,000 refugees that have completed health and securi-
ty checks by the end of 2015. Since November 4th, 416 Syrian refugees have arrived 
in Canada. Many other countries are also opening their doors to those in need. It is 
undeniable that recent events have left the world in a state of tumult, however, righ-
teousness and morality continue to exist.
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Interview with Mr. Lavergne

 Written by Chris Copil

 Staff profiles in the West Carleton Echo are written in order to help students and teachers alike to get to 
know West’s staff in a school of over one thousand and two hundred. Mr. Lavergne, WCSS’s principal, agreed 
to be interviewed for the Echo.

Q: Have you always wanted to become a high school principal? 
 
A: I’ve always wanted to be a teacher. Once I became a teacher, I realized that I wanted to help people so I 
became a vice principal.

Q: What could students do to get more involved in the school? 
 
A: Students should join extracurricular that connect with them. They should take that leap and join a club or 
speak to a teacher or myself about starting a club.

Q: What is your favorite part of being a school’s principal? 
 
A: Students, I love working with students. I love going into the classes to see what the students are doing. I also 
like it when students come show me what they are doing.

Q: What tips would you give to anyone who wanted to become a principal? 
 
A: I would say that it’s an amazing job. Working with people, sharing ideas and problem solving as a team are 
the biggest components.

Q: Have you ever been sent to the principal’s office growing up? If so, for what? 
 
A: No, I haven’t. I know the students would like to read about something like that but I haven’t.

Q: How do you want to influence West Carleton for the future? 
 
A: I want this school to be able to celebrate all types of learning. I see so many different strengths that I want 
people to be comfortable and confident to us. I want the students to be able to go after their strengths and do 
what they love. 

 
Rafiki Bracelets Sale

 Written by Abinaya Sivathanu 
 
   Rafiki bracelets are traditional Masai jewel-
ry hand beaded by the mothers in Kenya. With the 
help from Free the Children, these mothers sell their 
bracelets to earn a reliable source of income for their 
families, and send their children to school. This year, 
students in the social justice club sold these brace-
lets where each bracelet cost $10. Half the proceeds 
went the mothers in Kenya and the other half goes to 
support one of the five pillars that make up Free the 
Children’s “Adopt a Village” model - agriculture and 
food security, clean water, education, healthcare, or 
alternative income - in their community. The Rafiki 
bracelets come in five different colours, each to cor-
relate with a pillar; blue for water, red for healthcare, 
green for food, purple for income and orange for edu-
cation. West Carleton’s social justice’s Rafiki bracelet 
sale was a success, selling 42 bracelets this year!
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West Carleton’s Lollipop Fundraiser
 Written by Charlotte Rahme

West Carleton’s entrepreneurship class held a 
lollipop sale fundraiser for three days to raise money 
for Make a Wish Foundation. The entrepreneurship 
course was originally taught by Mrs. Miller until she 
left on paternal leave having her newborn son, Declan. 
Now, teacher Mr. Simpson and the grade eleven class 
decided to finish their semester strong by running the 
fundraiser in West Carleton. The class sold high quali-
ty, great tasting lollipops in the foyer from December, 
Wednesday the ninth to Friday the eleventh. Each lol-
lipop cost 2 $ each, however the special deal that the 
class offered to all students was 3 for 5$. With the vast 
variety of luscious lollipop flavours such as Watermel-
on, Strawberry Banana, and even the adventurous Dill 
Pickle, the class’s fundraiser was destined for success. 
This was proven by the impressive approximate 800 
dollars that the students raised in only three days. 
However, the truly incredible element to this class’s 
short time business, was that all proceeds went to the 
Make a Wish foundation. At Make a Wish, money is 
used to “grant the wishes of children with life-threat-
ening medical conditions to enrich the human experi-
ence with hope, strength and joy” (n.a., 1). Their work 
granting “magical wishes to children in need from 
coast-to-coast” (n.a., 2) in Canada, is both inspiring 
and essential for the children in need. Mehreen Inaiat, 
co-manager of marketing in the class’s lollipop sale, 
explains that “as a class [they] had a vote on what 
charity to support. [They] choose Make a Wish be-
cause [they] felt that the charity does great work.”  

Despite the incredible work the entrepre-
neurship class knows their money raised will do, the 
lollipop fundraiser was also an important educational 
experience. “Running this sale really helped our un-
derstanding of all the different components in a busi-
ness,” Mehreen elaborates, “we learned how important 
marketing and financing is and how everything has to 
work together to be successful.” The grade eleven en-
trepreneurship class is not only excited about the great 
experience organizing and running the fundraiser, but 
are ecstatic about the approximate 800 dollars they 
raised. Mehreen describes the class as being “thankful 
to all who participated in the fundraiser and made it 
possible. We also want to thank everyone for support-
ing our class and Make a Wish Foundation!” 
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Movie Review: The Hunger Games Mockingjay Part 2

 

 Written by Quenten Penney

 It’s here at last: ‘Mockingjay Part 2’.Katniss Everdeen’s epic, tragic journey finally comes to an end. If 
you’re among those who didn’t much care for the last film and it’s politically charged human drama and grim 
tone, you might want to prepare yourself. While the gut-wrenching conclusion to the Hunger Games saga does 
bring the action back (although of a far grittier kind than what we saw in the first two films), its tone and themes 
are a perfect continuation of ‘Mockingjay: Part 1’. 

 The emotional impact this film has topped what came before in every conceivable way: ‘Mockingjay: 
Part 2’ is a gut punch of a film, and it may very well be the least popcorn film and least likely blockbuster ever 
to receive that label.

 The most impressive thing - especially compared to the beginning of the saga - was how layered ‘Mock-
ingjay: Part 2’ is. This is not the good-against-evil story anymore: this is a really smart study on how propa-
ganda works and how one fascist system is about to be replaced - albeit with the best intentions - by another. 
Where the first two movies show how apathy turns into peaceful protest and peaceful protest gives way to open 
rebellion, the last two films show how that rebellion becomes more and more radical until the lines start to blur. 
‘Mockingjay: Part 2’ does an excellent job at getting that point across. Apart from the delightfully evil President 
Snow (who remains a believable character - not a caricature - thanks to Donald Sutherland’s performance), there 
are no mere black and white characters here; instead, we get a story that - for once - hasn’t been dumbed down 
and functions as a sincere and complex exploration of an escalating civil war that threatens to consume every-
one. And unlike most adaptations, the film doesn’t shy away for a second from showing what that means: the 
audience is left in no doubt about the human toll this revolution will take in the end.

 With its well-drawn characters (portrayed by an outstanding ensemble of actors), credible dialog and 
a story that takes its time, this felt like so much more than just your usual popcorn movie. And the incredible 
actress Jennifer Lawrence MAKES this film; the whole franchise, really. The emotional intensity she brings to 
Katniss feels much like the book. It’s the kind of performance that, in this kind of film, sadly often gets over-
looked.

 Final verdict on the film: ‘Mockingjay: Part 2’ is intelligent entertainment that doesn’t have to rely on 
special effects and one mindless action scene after another. It’s a fitting ending to Katniss’ journey and a satis-
fying conclusion to the saga, but it’s also a heartbreaking, emotionally exhausting experience that will stay with 
you long after viewing. 4 stars out of 5. 

                    /5


